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interested in proposing a partisan plan.
Instead, we offer a plan that is both
reasonable and feasible because it calls
for strategic decision-making that al-
lows for the least disruption possible
for our constituents as the executive
branch implements $85 billion in spend-
ing cuts over the next 7 months.

Further underscoring the need for a
comprehensive flexibility plan, several
members of Congress introduced this
week amendments to a funding bill
called a continuing resolution that pro-
pose flexibility in implementing se-
questration for individual agencies or
departments that were immediately hit
by the effects of the automatic budget
cuts. These amendments are mainly fo-
cused on providing flexibility for par-
ticular agencies, while the bipartisan
Udall-Collins approach proactively pro-
vides for strategic decision-making and
flexibility across all agencies in our
Government.

Coloradans know we are all in this
together. When the pioneers had a
wagon train breakdown, they didn’t
quibble about who was to blame. They
fixed the wheel. When bad weather
rolled in while crossing the divide, they
didn’t argue about who put them in
harm’s way—they came together and
supported each other in order to sur-
vive.

In that vein, we ought to continue
working on a Simpson-Bowles inspired
plan that raises revenue by closing tax
loopholes and asks the well-off to do a
little more, reforms our entitlements
to shore them up over the long term,
and finds areas of our budget where we
can pare back Government spending. If
we can finally agree on a balanced so-
lution like this, we would—in effect—
fix the wagon wheel and get us through
the storm so that we can move on to
the other serious challenges con-
fronting our country, like energy and
immigration reform, fighting terrorists
and building an economy that is set to
lead the global economic race.

At this point, we are left with very
few workable options. The sequester
will be damaging no matter what, but
let’s work together to ensure its im-
pact is not unnecessarily debilitating
to our Government, our national secu-
rity, and our economy. Most impor-
tantly, let’s not do unnecessary harm
to hardworking, middle-class families
across this Nation.

I urge my colleagues to join Senator
COLLINS and me in supporting our
amendment to give Congress and the
White House the authority to more
strategically implement the sequestra-
tion cuts. By working together, we can
make the best out of a bad situation
and agree on a wholesale, balanced and
bipartisan plan to address our fiscal
imbalances.

——

WHITE CLAY CREEK WILD AND

SCENIC RIVER EXPANSION ACT

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, today the

Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee voted to endorse a bill I in-
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troduced that would add approximately
9 miles of White Clay Creek and its
tributaries to the existing Wild and
Scenic Rivers designation for the wa-
terway. The White Clay Creek Wild and
Scenic River Expansion Act of 2013
(S.393) now awaits consideration by the
full Senate, which passed this legisla-
tion with bipartisan support during the
112th Congress.

Growing up, I spent considerable
time in the White Clay Creek water-
shed and know that it is an important
resource for Delaware and the region.
Years ago, my grandmother donated
some of her land along the banks of
White Clay Creek to help protect it. It
is up to all of us to fight to protect our
natural resources. I look forward to
continuing to work with my colleagues
to get this legislation passed by the
full Senate.

The legislation, which comes at no
cost to taxpayers, would expand the
original Wild and Scenic Rivers des-
ignation to include two small stream
sections that were omitted from the
original designation, including a 1.6-
mile stretch of Lamborn Run in Dela-
ware that was originally omitted due
to its consideration as an option for a
dam to supply drinking water for
northern Delaware. It has since been
removed from consideration and New
Castle County is supportive of the des-
ignation.

The bill also includes a 7.4-mile
stretch of stream in Pennsylvania’s
New Garden Township that was origi-
nally omitted due to its consideration
for a dam. That consideration has since
been withdrawn and the township is
now supportive of the designation.

In February, Representative JOSEPH
PiTTs (R-Pa.) and I reintroduced the
White Clay Creek Wild and Scenic
River Expansion Act in our respective
chambers. Senator ToM CARPER, as
well as Rep. JOHN CARNEY are cospon-
sors.

In 2000, Congress designated a large
majority of White Clay Creek and its
tributaries as part of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. Then-Sen-
ator Joe Biden was the lead sponsor for
the Senate bill and Representative
Mike Castle was the lead sponsor for
the House version. This marked the
first time a whole watershed, rather
than individual river segments, had
been designated into the system. The
proposal to expand the designation was
led by former Senator Ted Kaufman in
the Senate and Representative PITTS in
the House.

The 69,000-acre White Clay Creek wa-
tershed is home to 33 species of mam-
mals, 21 species of fish, 27 species of
reptiles and amphibians, and over 90
species of birds. White Clay Creek is
also stocked with brown and rainbow
trout, and is an important resource for
fishermen. Protected land in the water-
shed also provides recreational oppor-
tunities for hikers, bikers, birders,
hunters, and others. White Clay Creek
and the Cockeysville aquifer that lies
beneath portions of the watershed are
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important sources of drinking water
for over 128,000 citizens in Pennsyl-
vania and Delaware.

The bill is supported by the White
Clay Creek Watershed Management
Committee, which is comprised of 40
local, State, and Federal agency rep-
resentatives, as well as organizations
and businesses. Among its members are
the National Park Service, Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control, New Castle
County Department of Land Use, Lon-
don Britain Township, United Water
Delaware, White Clay Outfitters, the
Brandywine Conservancy, the Delaware
Ornithological Society, Stroud Water
Research Center, Chester County Plan-
ning Division, and SE Regional Office
Pennsylvania Department of Conserva-
tion & Natural Resources.

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources also voted to
pass the First State National Histor-
ical Park Act (S. 347), a bill authored
by Senator CARPER, of which I am an
original cosponsor. I was proud to lead
my colleagues on the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee in voting to
bring Delaware one step closer to its
first national park. For more than a
decade, Senator CARPER has worked
tirelessly to bring a national park to
our State. A national park will pre-
serve and celebrate our State’s vibrant
history while boosting Delaware’s
economy and creating jobs. Senator
CARPER and I will continue to work to-
gether toward passage in the full Sen-
ate.

———

TRIBUTE TO NANCY LEE BASS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, with
the passing of Nancy Lee Bass, the
State of Texas has lost one of its finest
citizens. I consider it a great honor to
have known Nancy and her husband,
Perry, and I join a grateful State in
mourning her passing and celebrating
the remarkable life she led.

A native daughter of Fort Worth,
Nancy dedicated her life to her city. A
mother of four, she was a community
leader and philanthropist of the high-
est order, working endlessly for the
greater good of her fellow citizens.
Nancy’s generosity was matched by her
hard work and her unyielding support
of the arts, health care services, and
education. Her good works have
touched the lives of countless people,
not just in Fort Worth and Texas, but
across our country.

Nancy Lee Bass has left a legacy of
generosity that epitomizes the highest
ideals of our great State. She will be
missed, but we will find solace in the
notion that her giving spirit will for-
ever live on as both an inspiration and
an aspiration for all Texans.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PRESTON HENNE

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I am
proud to honor on the floor of the Sen-
ate, Mr. Preston ‘‘Pres’ Henne, for his



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T10:00:16-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




